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The international bestselling author of A Spy and the Traitor and A Spy Among
Friends reveals one of the last great untold spy stories of the twentieth century--the
woman hidden in plain sight who set the stage for the Cold War.If you happened to
be in the quiet English village of Great Rollright in 1942, you might have seen a thin,

elegant woman emerging from a cottage and climbing onto her bicycle. Ursula Burton
had three children and a husband named Len, who worked as a machinist nearby.

She was friendly but reserved, and spoke English with a very slight foreign accent. Her
neighbours in the Cotswolds knew little about her. They did not know that Burton
was a dedicated communist, a Soviet Colonel, and a veteran spy who had already
conducted espionage operations in China, Poland, and Switzerland. They did not

know that Len was also a Soviet spy, or that Burton kept a powerful radio transmitter
connected to Moscow in their outhouse. They did not know that in her last espionage
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